BY WRITER NiKi AHREMS

OF THE MEARLY 7.3 BILLIOW PEOPLE i1 THE WORLD, MORE THAX 319 mniLLion CALL THE
UATED STATES oF AMERICA HORME., ACCORDIUG TO THE U.S. CEUSUS BUREAD i1

2014, RACIAL AMD £THAIC ANMORITIES COMPRISE APPROXIMMATELY 385 OF THE UMITED
STATES POPULATIOU, AUD THEY ARE PROJECTED TO AMAKE UP JUST OVER 565 of THE
COUMLTRY’S POPULATION M 2060, AS THE U.S. COUTIMUES TO GROW AMORE DIVERSE,
SOME HAVE LIKEMED TS POPULATION TO A AMELTIMG POT.

M THE AMMELTIMG POT AMETAPHOR, DIFFEREUCES BECOME UMHOTICEABLE, RATHER
THAA (DEMTIFIABLE STREAGTHS OFf OUR COUUTRY. THE UMITED STATES HAS, MDEED,
HOTICED RACIAL AUD £ETHAIC DIFFEREUMCES, AS (TS HISTORY Of SLAVERY AUD JinA CROW
SEGREGATION COAFIRMNS.

CLAIMNMG TO HOT SEE RACE, OR TO HOT ACKHOWLEDGE (T, IS TAKIUG A (PERHAPS
UUCOoUSCioUs) POSITIoONn THAT DOWHPLAYS THE PROFOUMD IMMPACT THAT RACIAL AUD
£ THAIC DIVERSITY HAS HAD, AMD COUTIMUES TO HAVE, o4 OUR COUATRY AAD THE LIVES
of (TS CTIZEMS.

ALLEGIAG RACIAL AUD £THMAIC COLORBLINDUESS DOESU'T COUVEY A WILLIMGUESS
TO FACE THE UATION’'S HISTORY Of RACIAL SEGREGATIONA. MSTEAD, (T REFLECTS
AX ATTEMPT TO £RASE THIS HISTORY AUD THE WAYS THAT SEGREGATION REANAILS
PERVASIVE M LIVES OF CITIZEXS i 2005,

DYNAMC iS A PUBLICATION FOCUSIMG PRIMARILY O4 PEOPLE AUD MMATTERS
COACERMIMG DIVERSITY AMD IMCLUSIOA. wE FEEL THAT A AECESSARY PRACTICE it
THE DIVERSITY AUD IMCLUSIOA REALAN IS TO OPEU AUD SUSTAM COUVERSATIONS
THAT PROANOTE UMDERSTAUDING TO £UABLE POSITIVE SHIFTS 04 BOTH A DORESTIC
AUD GLOBAL SCALE. ALTHOUGH MMARY AMERICAMS FEEL THAT RACIAL PREJUDICE
CURRENATLY LOOMNS LARGELY i OUR UATION, TALKIUG ABOUT RACE STILL iSH'T A
WIDELY PURSUED ACTIOU. RACE-FOCUSED DIALOGUE CAMA BE DEEPLY EAMOTIOMAL AUD
MAY IMVOLVE DISCOMFORT, AS PARTICIPAATS DISCUSS HOW-OR £EVEUA WHETHER-
THEY £EXPERIEUCE THE SOCIAL COUSTRUCTIOM ofF RACE 4 THEIR LIVES. EMBRACIMG
ARMBIGUITY i1 COAVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE CAM OF TEMA AEAMA BEIMG VULHERABLE AUD/
OR MMAKIUG ANISTAKES. THESE ARGUABLY HUMAA AUD HOUEST £EADEAVORS TEUD TO
MVITE TRAUSFORMATION AUD CHAUGE.

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE ROLES THAT RACE HAS i PEOPLE’S LIVES ARE OPPORTUMITIES
FOR LEARUIMG EXCHAUGES. DYNAMC BELIEVES THAT PROVIDIHG SUCH SPACES FOR
PERSPECTIVE SHARIUG S INMPORTAAT M THAT T ALLowsS US To LISTEHA TO STORIES
THAT ARE DIFFEREMT FROM OUR OWH AUD TO REFLECT O WAYS THAT AHOTHER'S STORY
AMGHT IMPACT OUR OWH.

“Race relations will only be solved by acknowledging
there's a problem to begin with, making an hones+
assessment of the root causes (significantly
historical), taking appropriate actions that
challenge and change unaccep+table behaviour and
aftittdes; -andidccepting that the problem is not
BCSHEIRE Peopie UL With the very structures of
the inStitutions across America. Imagine living in an
America where the following statistics prevailed:

PO T ErEREs e the Dolice wene of white people,
Job applicants with white-sounding names continue
FedberiessHlike(Ustosbe cdlled/re-called for
IBrrerVIEWS: SWhite peoplesare. Six times more likely
than non-whites +o be imprisoned; the average
wedlth of white households is 13 +imes smaller +han
non-white households, white people are half as
likely as non-whites to graduate from college, white
peoplctdrRESSE T NoRe ke UErhdhs AoR=WhireS For be
detained while facing a felony trial; white people
receive 10% longer sentences than non-whites
thROUdhEthe federalisysten: forffhec Sameicrines,
BaccE are Just twoWhitc CEOs in the elite Dow 30,
there are only 5 white CEONs of +he 500 biggest
companies; police are killing white people at a rate that would result in 1,100 fatalities by
thetend o RHSRyescdncmyihrespeeplEicareinore thans@ice “as likely than other races to
peskillcdibUshcspelies

incgines fhctiicdespredeftpRetrtcndtotizrage that wodldiEtakesplace i the above Statistics
WeRescRRe RSN CWE CHRECRSe/e S nISTReRmt S RvoRIcRencRIcReStrestnconrortable  journey
back into the realm of reality, just replace the word lwhitell with the word Oblackl in the
cloeVe: SirelHiSHES

This is America today. The only gquestion is, whether America is going to do anything abou+t
Such” figlres: I Socic FRYMINORES ORFMISFEPRESENTS Fhe fachefandsTalS o honestly: address
ThespedlifiesS S fhentanyscienon forexanineszacesnelchionsSHanciinst calse s willloesnafhing
less than a shameful white wash.”

LEter A Benimer, Board Chair
CEO & Founder, Potent Communications L+td
United Kingdom



“Since itS feundingsAmnetica has been
known as the land of opportunity.
HoweversinsihetpaShtcncdictnrentY
theReMSHafRlgHcSHE RIS N> ERs ORI CHH:
monikeE R SEon S USRe cognZnCRene
workingisiodether totdeconsSERbCH
systemic and institutional biases that
eIV ntelHion: @@l Ve U 7@ s [aielhEE:
ideal: a land of opportunity for all.”

James Lewis, BoeReEenseR ‘

Lssue Advieecacy: DirecioR
YoungrDenoCReEss fotEANERICE
Washington D.C.

On January 1, 1863, Lincoln declared,

“Slaves within any State, or designated part of d
State in rebellion shall be then, thenceforward,
dmet foReVCREIRCES

So slavery in USA was officially abolished but over
150 years later, a report said, “Some of America’s
moSt vulnerable workers: aRe Vi RMSHOESEEEIEE=
day slavery, and the government knows it.“

The United States has many wonderful and
inSpiring communities: Fite EEneleS SN ERNo e SRA
slavery and oppression.

Do people: feel These problencHaRcEtaeRoic/=re
solve or dre they not sure how to selve them®

People around the worldiWwere Stunnee ToSREE|R
about the Ferguson rioting in the USA, which was
triggeredibysthe ShoohicRert csnlceckSnemsiolyEe

white police officer on August 9, 2014. The US ok
Justice Department wrote in March 2015 that, Fhte

in their view, the “Ferguson Police Department was routinely violating the f%j"-.’-‘*:' 7
constitutional rights of i+s black residents “ I+ reinforces many saying A AR

USA canllt claim +o be moretmoral than any: erher countrY N FhesweR el
American peoplells oppression of others will still continue unless they look

openly at themselves.”

Lee R J Middlehurst - Author, Human Rights Advocate
United Kingdom

“There i no easy answer to resolve the paradox
ony EERIREESIon: ehel Slevery iR Hae U S Ther Unir-eo)
States was buil+ on a foundation of oppression
and inequality, and that truth has inextricably
Shaped i+s form. Like a building, the foundation
cannot be replaced without demolishing the
entifre ‘strusture, at-best, fhetnationlsutadey
foundation can be repaired and the damage
mitigated, but it will always remain.

So, what to do about i+? Continuing the
architectural metaphor, if we wish to build higher,
add new additions, or renovate our nation, the
architects: of =AmehricafssdiliSiiecnittiEnUShay crd
detailed understanding of the faulty foundation.
Only with that knowledge can we build a future
FhafEs FSEppokte iy aNatisnasconexhEfore:

Forsthembedson st tnpedsStaressnusTH do .o
better job teaching our national history in-an
earnest and truthful way: We must abandon t+he pedantic and coddling myths
+that have so shaped our national narrative. Myths about benign Slavery,
manifest destinysand=dnsexplicitly- Christian founding must be jettisoned.

We ean.no. longer -proJectsthe iindge -of the peacedble “15+ Thanksgiving”
while#hieing  FreshoREolsSE ot sheslRailf et Tecars: We .cannot: shy away from the
cruelty of slavery while lif+ing up the enlightened slave owner.”

Andrew DiAntonio, Board Member
Digital Media Manager, National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce
Washington D.C.



m YWakke, L Lilserel I rulm @ legel eiversiny
olnelellZerHen Ereeine ©eEeriuny telt Haoss @
oAl Felees. e L Wirhre HAlS feelring iy Welrels Wil
9 Vel Eel 68 ene Mere exenelie of el chscusSsions o1
pecefinFAmerRIcaitoclsStentVhizespeope'sSiReelings ol
how White Liberals separate themselves individually
HroF-Peelsr Seelisry ©s o Wihols:

BlUkE RoNE o U celn: Bepelrche ourselves firoim
Seeicry S Feeign = firem Hae Forpsr heh iF celeirs eveEry,
A Elrelerien) fie) feh e YWihek: oulrt [Feee elf EaihniEiryy
Fikewise S honecrotivsEdlanciocdrstrespensikiliFys for
anything & everything done by Society as a whole, or
byreiheRSEViRtVieW s  diffichenitsnict s =Eac htoh
yS-musH takeowhersShip: foRMoURIdEREASE - WheTFheR

we Speaks oUFTROMERRECSECh R ERORESIRCUIET Y= DUFE
let injustice continue. Individually & collectively, we
will make a difference if we openly acknowledge t+hat
REAEIS MEEISiESEREANCRIG e R EE ESEECHG SHheERNG SN D dCTFoR
cERFEinECEMMURIRIES T eXanine Thow: RACISIT*RREAmES: our
individual actions & reactions, and use that knowledge

‘Of course, we haven't resolved the paradox of
slavery and oppression in America and we won'+,
VREEvESSiEe s e iR iih aitwet havie Re=inSTHintEed
SleVeRISREEac USARViFR ol prRISoR-IndUSHRial SySHem.

AncvediEneverEselvesoukr problens of ‘Rece
relations” until we admit that there is only one
RECEl O sine T RevcEw s cRels e R e e anretiall
mEMPERG o SiherscncloaimEs-ReElllcct the Human
Race and evolved in sub-Saharan Africa from

140,000 to 280,000 years ago

EhoSeswherpelievie.in Fhe ldearofsseveralidif ferent
FacesHaRe S detignoRdnnrdSEchesesbreek s who
pPelievedstharfhesstineveasia goldentehaniest: +that
clipricau dodEcdcrRosSNhca sKURCVERUSNoRiag. 115
PEISiESEIne Srenc top HhooCHFIN T INGSSHEMEERTS With This
Oracell nonsense, and start educating them with
the truth, painful as that truth may be for white
eiseahosave: foreverst(0Eycars considered

e R EEsES U o eRioETe N the-basis: of the lack of

to tempen inapprophiseaReSponses & iInStedestruly: liISten=& learn” —tev.en pigmentation in +heir skin.
when the dialogue is uncomfor+able

We have lived in a Pigmentocracy long enough.”
Marci Rubin
Executive- DicceortEncREsISScERCEiEFannicMinoRHEYCounselRFogran Jane Elliot+, Renowned Civil Rights Activist, Educator
California Towa

“We have not resolved the paradox of slavery
and oppression intANEEICESRCHEREIEEESIO RIS el
thought things had changed when we elected a
black  President. But iR St el smaksrniRg s helvie
gotten WORSE ' I +hink thegCafmsScrViciivessoelieca
that could never happen and I think that they've
been angry about i+ fop six UetiRe EEhinke it
they've become “politicdlly corree S idndEnodionger
say out loud what they really believe. And T KNOW
that +he. racishs: havetan: eVenstiRneREne ! el
their beliefs than they ever have I wish I KNEW
how we Solve race relations. Having grown up on
“the white Side of the TraCkErinshcESOUfEnssc
experienced racism from the ‘other’ side.  +he
“Ugly: side”, And sSeme of us haV e mice s roninceE:
race relations. We‘ve published calls +o action. ..
we've stood up against in justice.. we've sat at
the Batk of fthe s dnoiinViizceRetRERInORHREY
friends to eat with us at the lunch counter. We've
stood beside our black brothers and sisters and
marched=forstrecdeontancdscqielEysAnaRYc SinNneRe
+han 150 ysars  itrsecns ihaie W ennaelic SuC Rt NSRRI FEEE

NGV eV relrrvRe mlpioerly.. loreelk my ldenes..  even
kil me. Then they will have my dead body...NOT
my OBEDIENCE!“~Gandhi”

Kathryn Aldridge - Social Justice Advocate, Writer
Nevada




“Our nation’s painful history has yet to be reconciled
el heheST elnel riremseelreny Mol HMelny hehie VEry
impactful conversations within community, but as a
nafioniwesncVielYS EErontincSaRWaYs o TRenScencsaty
nedRsSTroRchgclgeRe e htaiine REQNSENCH S DECIICES RS RINE
FeIOIC ey refeies OV [sEeling] o elinS relelre s ©f MelpE
Unikedipeople whenfpeopletoitcoloptSpeadkerhcinE
personal truths without having to constantly prove
SinCRCCISHNCERMECHRE ST h INEECV/E YRS RF Gt RER =R Gl
HAlS eIy Vel Touneeel ©nl | IE IS e Hehr Wier ©
WiRiE: ool [oelieve SHachs tHyeSe aHrUiRS. elfe: Frus el
do our part +o re-build a divided nation.

Michael Skolnik, President Global Grind
New York

" In a nation of promised freedomnstdad icdedisSsthe
U.S. has-a way to go.in-being’ tniedSinsseVincaRece
relations, and facilitating equality, but we're making
progress. While there are no onessStepssolutions,
an important step IS forsSecicCHEyRERCREOVE RN RN
leaders to be awareiof  cdnetackRCMEEIEERRTICISE
and inequality exists ‘EronsfheReSWEREEISO B

the doors of communication and work +o ensure
equality for all in our country, which each of us
from dif fereni RECsEEMUISHIGR S G CHACINE 6
achieve. The recent=ocheieEintsorRheCaRalinasoven
whether +o remove afSYREBSICECRBIRCOHRTC e
t+the Confederate flag, fro@EERetCaApIROlESTEepSHIn
Charleston, disappointed me as to why a symbol of
oppression and discrimination had been allowed to
bethere in the finst pladecMBUE hopeRatSan e ia|s
uS as a human race when that flag was +aken down
due torpeople-of all hacesteoning o the e seniy
in. Southi :Caroling;fbufieeRos S Fh et Uss S ot coisilie
right thing. -We'need ot buildsont fheh SRRt o e REE]
dngd:commnunicationFivetalSolnc e S RONRCE Fdciih e
leldfelpiiveR s ststeelicr Hreim el ireices in dihe U S wiain:
equality, kindness, and compassion for all.

We can each be a leader within our own cities,

neighborhoods, to promote understanding. A ma jor component is it's important for
everyone: FoEtiseshehhsoihISHRIgER S oRvorelcdnclV.oRcHicREc | CeREERREPRESERIFCIEIVCO RN ORE RS
against discrimination and who work to achieve equality for all especially on issues such
ds ‘dceess. o educdition, NS HoppoRrUniHY R d oSN ctcl NP ERcRRE R RS S S RERCIFINCRIRTE] R
elected office ol achievie sthosetgocsTErtveRivSic e omniRicstionscnircceaEChFlchoRse
work fortequality . and compassion-.among: all of us in’ the decEErstundesTanciRg  IhaHe s
all one human race, our country can truly be united and live up to i+s ideals.”

Cassidy McMillan, Filmmaker/SAG/Speaker
California

‘The greatest thing dbout this country is i+S
clollFryy e Mewvis steipviele)  Tlasr HrenSereSSieons i
YESsEeacelYSeensneveRMocEERASEC S hOWENMERSWE AS
AuerleEpSEhave a keennability: fo' learnifiron the
PSS RyeR Vo Rk fovaRdFaloE ther PUEUre .
TeErhiRk o messcligRtdnc e Shor Siand sthe
oppression they faced as “outsiders” when they
immigrated here in the early 1900s. Their tenacity
enabled them to push onward, and revealed to
ofhepSEtheir desiFre fonbestEredhcd as. cqual
citizens:

That oppression, of course, iS nothing compared
LOoMBhe “hoORRORSERN AT SSlaNVeSEemetiReEr =fhe -dark
period of slavery is both an indelible blemish on
our nation and a reminder of how far we have
SOoREinete NACEUEOMEh OSEs WnOSOVERCOME  the
BerdstaRrsitiverUscnd=oppRession should serve as
anERSRIRCRIoREReoRENINORIEIES S Roday, We have to be
gare Ul @Ot o bury ourselves in guilt and shame
for what our country did in the past because that will only hold us back. We should,
however, be mindful so that i+ never happens again.

T beleeuhtaesfteancVcANBEEREtE SR e rine InsouR. nadion- for minorities +o declare
thenselvesicgualscitiZzen sy SOMmany-private sand public entities are ready +o offer
education, training, resources and ongoing support for those who want +o achieve the
modern-day “American Dream.” We may always have some level of oppression in society,
PUT Sthah-dec ShtE ReEns= T cen mMicccp- Shriving +o make [ife-better for everyone.”

Diane DiPiero, Writenr
Ohio




“ My Short answers to these important questions are:
No; with ongoing, en masse, intrapersonal, interpersonal,
and organizational thinking and action that challenge
everything we know. One need not look outside her/
MW Chry re leeerre YelFeorurnenree) celossell creios
in ways that groups of people participate in societylls
SYUSHeEnSEE BRentotrecUcehkioneNSYSHen S USiHcsS
oRerrecolSe sHer dinelnciell einel ReSielsntiel elrenels, Wie e
direes linksS between more dnd betterioppar funity With
those identified as white and middle- +o upper-class.
Silarele: 151 AncRicel S BVETens hee loskin: colretully
maintained to priviege few while marginalizing many.

We place particular emphasis on who iS accountable

for deeply embedded, systemic inequities across all
dreEsS eiifeitBohse e mp(calinter el cnEnEliciynakeRs
holds rEdehers decotinraklesfartgapsSintachicvVenen:t
amonESHEUEERT T ROV SEESHERE SolEHRE dacERIonS. ke RlieeHs
FesiSHeRcEMsEo = hes ¢ c cErne e | E ST SRens emecdeseiR=all
peoplesapctRESpensikleRiondncidREsEoMe N e R rodakEee
for, equity. AsS a white person, willingness +o unders+and
my personal accountability‘to improve my conscious and unconscious role in
injustice”is my intention, which is readlly love. In owning our white narratives at
home and beyond, we can improve them. Any intention that isnll+ jusStice is simply
defracitioniremuise

Niki Ahrens, Writer
California

“Growing up in small fowns with almos+t all white
students we were blinded by the issues involving
racism, and inclusion. In school we were taught about
slavery and the struggle to equal rights. Now in

our late 20s we feel our nation has taken: one step
forward and three Steps CdEeEtFResiceEcon sc Mo
global change, obesity and the mentalhealth of our
nation, I find it difficult foraEceEp r mhicERae e We
haven't subsided from the racist acts of eur nation
and begin to foeus on: the condimonttnc e SHChEeOH:
the land in which we dll live in.“

JeEsieFerer [Flewol ARk DR Cror e sIaRes
Founder & CEONofNUREESae dSPeSgnmsitiele)
Rhode Island

“ AS to slavery, it goes without saying that slavery
has been deemed inhumane and unlawful for several
clenerehrians: nely: « HelevElR, Felrtloch e Of WepsEs Ik
CORRHIAUES @ O T el alne WelY peeelE slain< e HaehSEeEs
cdnedionhncRSEESEERISEA e Y Ik hink i iS inporant 0
EECodpiZEsEhcRreslctaFERie et RS avenytand the
RelCiSHEthciESSR celEeasicesRe Sictal e F fec St of
SlevieRUEcanEoetSechinEIRSHisEencliZEdsredciSn that
exlSihSSierthisEdaysinsrhe o IReitspeliCYSands practice.
ForsinsHance = the crimnaUsiieeRsysiiemarncoubtedly
is balanced against minorities due to inequitable drug
laws, racial profiling, and disparate treatment of
urban communities, among many other .things. Society
shovldiharEscondonesaEsysSten Wwhere: fhe cardsiare
Stacked against a particular demographic whatsoever.
Everdonssshould-heRRe e dshcinlySS@RshrcE o thet
hand, people should be mindful o understand that
viewing everything through the scope of race will
EslEs o oErhendan Rl arsEintiRERERdeers "asocidl
construct, and in today’s day and age, people Should
PERelsleNtosRepoghize Thcttact dndiadct adccordingly,
Ynreskricheo ol mthedeelnEtiso el ST s anCeSFoR S With Thdt Sdid.. we continue to see
too many examples of minorities being mistreated by individuals who are not being held
aceouhfdile for theltdcHions Swhich ndke it incredibly dif ficult not to view things
through*thesscopcref=race Rt Han U

Given that my family did not arrive in the United States until 1912, I have no real ties
Fo AnekicdR=SiEE e B SHeane Wihe - Toreign. to-me fo think about.

Ehe onlCrwa i Tos SeVERRtEERRE e IonSHIS Torview. adllpcople as individuals, respect +he
ideals of personal responsibility, and to quit applying the guilty by association mindse+t
FogcVicBEanCcEo e e o enERE MR aimrRE i dividudlsT Should be’ judged by their actions
and nobody else’s. We adre the entire human race, and we Should not allow collectivist
SoridiSCONS HRticsc R FomserasticRdocREREs th e e faRes foo Many: real enemies out there that
e SERVEREECCRBEIEHE DRe i O e R0 S O D

Patrick Paschdll Esg, Board Member
PaschaliFEqwadatice
California




