
Millennials speak on politics, 
Voting and our u.s. 2016 
presidential candidates
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interview our cover feature, however 
for this issue we changed things up.  
“DyNAMC’s Future Leaders” opted to 
have their own roundtable discussion 

on “politics” from the millennial 
perspective.  Read and learn what 
our young generation thinks about 
politics, voting and 2016 presidential 
candidates.
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Moderator: DyNAMC Leaders for a Changing 
World magazine is pleased to welcome each of 
you to this virtual round table. I’m Douglas Phason, 
your moderator. Let me take just a few moments 
to briefly introduce each of you. Let me start with 
Derrick Parker of Morehouse College, Kyla Taub 
of Emerson University, and Michael Vitz-Wong 
of Emerson University. Again, welcome. Let’s go 
ahead and get started with the round table. The 
next publication of DyNAMC magazine will be 
entitled “Politics.” What that conjures up for me is 
that every citizen, parent, student, and community 
member has a voice in every aspect of our political 
life. So, with that said, I want to ask you a couple of 
questions. What are your thoughts about politics? 
Why don’t we start with Derrick?

Derrick: My thoughts about politics is that it is 
sometimes perceived as a very dirty game, especially 
here in the United States, which is why we often see 
a low turnout in voter participation. I think politics, 
especially today, has become very skewed in what 
it can be, what it should be, and what the original 
intentions for politicians, as we call them, are. I think 
that we, as a people, need to do a better job in holding 
our elected officials accountable for making the 
changes that benefit their constituents and the people 
who elected them. I think that politics should go back 
to the days where lots of people were interested in 
voting. I think we don’t see a good turnout in voter 
participation because most people see politicians as 
self-interested human beings rather than people who 
are actually taking on the job to make positive change 
in, not only their communities, but 
this country as a whole. 

Moderator: Okay. Kyla, what do you think about 
politics?

Kyla: I have to agree with Derrick, to an extent. 
Politics, in recent years, has become more of a 
game than anything else. It’s about who can make 
the most money and who can get their face out 
there and less about who is actually the best for 
our country and who is going to tackle the issues 
that need to be tackled. I think a lot of people have 
the feeling that there is no point in voting because 
they believe that nothing is going to change. They 
feel like there is no point in getting out there and 
taking a stance on a candidate because, at this 
point, they’re all the same. Everyone is vying for 
themselves and not for what they think will actually 
bring the most progress. 

Moderator: Okay. Michael, what do you think?

Michael: I’d like to build on what Derrick and Kyla 
said about self-interested politicians. I think it’s a 
very good point that politicians, these days, are 
held more accountable to Wall Street and their 
corporate interests than they are to the people who 
actually elect them. I think that’s one of the reasons 
why voter turnout is so low. When you have both 
the republicans and the democrats catering to big 
money interests, people are turned off by that. I 
think it’s one of the reasons that Bernie Sanders’ 
campaign is electric, right now. He’s against the 
corporate establishment and he’s getting these 
massive crowds. I think that’s indicative of people 
wanting a break from the two party system and 

turning to real authentic candidates who 
represent democracy.

Moderator: I’m hearing, from this 
panel, that politics is a waste of 
time. If that is true, then what do 
we need to do to change the 
tenor of the dirty politicians or 
what is deemed as corruption 
on Wall Street. What do we 

need to do differently?

Kyla: I think it all comes down to the 
people. There are so many more of us 

than there are of them, to put it frankly. If 
people start saying, “This isn’t okay,” and they 

rise up and decide that we need change…that’s 
the problem. This country is divided, even within 
the people, by not just race and gender, but also 
class and economics and things like that. If people 
start to band together and decide that this is what 
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to tackle the issues that need 

to be tackled. ” Taub

we need for the country and this is what we are not 
going to accept any more, then that will be the first 
step. Until people get on the same page it’s still 
going to be the same people who are in charge 
winning out, with the majority of the people who are 
not in charge getting the short end of the stick.

Moderator: Michael, what do you think about that?

Michael: There are definitely some good points 
there. I think something, legislatively, that we could 
change immediately would be overturning Citizens 
United and preventing campaigns from amassing 
gigantic donations from 
corporate interests. If we 
had campaign finance 
reform, that would be a 
big step. Also, in terms of 
what Kyla said about the 
division of the working 
class and the voters, I 
think a lot of that has to 
do with media influence 
and how corporate 
media will really define 
the narrative and restrict 
the conversation to two 
candidates. I think that 
plays a big role in people 
having a lack of faith in independent politics. If you 
look at the percentages of people who are registered 
with either party, there are more independent 
voters in the country than there are republicans or 
democrats. While all of these independent voters 
could, potentially, elect someone like 
Bernie Sanders, or other 
independent politicians, 
because of the 
way the media 
influences the 
conversation, 
we have 
people just 
falling back in 
line with the 
lesser of two 
evils.

Moderator: Okay. 
Derrick, let me just ask 
you this question. I hear 
a lot about presidential politics, 
what about politics at the local level, whether it be 
mayor or the school board? How do we influence 
to get what we want from that level of politician, to 
seed them, if you would?

Derrick: Yes. Thank you for that question. I think, 
especially in presidential politics, we have low 
voter turnout, but that’s even more the case in local 
politics. People on the local level really don’t see 
the importance in voting for their local officials, like 
city council members and mayors. They say the 
president is the only thing that matters. I’ve heard 
that in my own community. They say, “Why do I need 
to go vote for this city official? What is he going to 
do for me?” I think that they really don’t understand 
that their local officials have more of an impact on 
their daily lives that a president will. So, one, we 
need to get the message out about why voting is 

important, and two, I think 
a big part of why people 
don’t vote is actually the 
candidate. We saw, in 
2008, when Barak Obama 
ran for president, he had 
some of the highest voter 
turnout numbers in recent 
history. That’s because 
he got the country excited 
and reinvigorated about 
American politics. I think 
that’s what we need to 
aim for. Candidates who 
are passionate about 
what they do and are 

passionate about making positive change in our 
communities so that we can get people out to 
vote, get people interested, again, in our political 
process. 

Moderator: Let me ask you this question, then. 
Let’s go back to Kyla. What about the 

Supreme Court of the United States? 
How does that impact younger 

people voting or not voting?“I think it’s a very 
good point that politicians, 
these days, are held more 

accountable to Wall Street and 
their corporate interests than 

they are to the people who 
actually elect them. I think that’s 

one of the reasons why voter 
turnout is so low.” Vitz-Wong
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Kyla: I feel like the Supreme Court pops up as big news 
when there is a really hot-button issue being decided. For 
instance, over the summer with the gay marriage issue. 
That was a huge deal and when the Supreme Court 
decided it was legal, it was really exciting. I think, when 
those big issues take place, and the Supreme Court 
makes a decision, people get reinvigorated. They think 
things are changing, things are going in the direction they’re 
supposed to. So, I feel the more we see them handling 
those big issues that the country is continually complaining 
about—things like birth control, reproductive rights, or gun 
control—that will push for more. Thinking about it as a 
college student, if you’re just scrolling down your Facebook 
feed, that’s not going to be the first thing on the news feed 
if it’s not a really huge issue. So, I feel like there just needs 
to be more attention brought to it, in general, so that people 
can see what’s going on. I think that’s a huge part of it, too, 
is just not knowing and not getting the information.

Moderator: Right. Well, just recently the Supreme 
Court heard one matter from the University of Texas 
on affirmative action and also, just a few days ago, 

they heard about voting rights. I think Kyla, you 
were absolutely right when you mentioned some of 
the other areas, whether it’s gay rights or a woman’s 
right to choose, those are very, very important areas. 
Without voting and making your voice known, you 
end up with men and women, wearing black robes, 
who are, in essence, actually setting policies for 
the country. Especially if there is a question around 
constitutional rights, those men and women are 
setting those policies or trying to make right what 
they believe are the constitutional values of this 
country. Looking at the men and women in those 
black robes, they’re making constitutional decisions. 
Therefore, we need to have younger people and 
older people, alike, take more of an interest in this 
area. Michael, what say you? 

Michael: Yeah. I agree with what Kyla brought up, 
in that it’s definitely not on the front page for young 
people. I think part of that has to do with the fact that 
it’s not an elected position. Those are not Supreme 
Court Justices that we get to decide to be there. We 
don’t get to choose them. That’s the president’s job. 
I think that just ties into the presidential race and 
how people put that race on a pedestal, in terms of 
its importance. They say, “Oh, we have to have a 
democratic president so that when x-y-z happens, 
like a Supreme Court justice retires, we have a 
Justice I will agree with.” I don’t think that’s a very 
effective method because that’s still putting all the 
power of choosing these justices to one person. 
That’s not very indicative to democracy. I think the 

Supreme Court justices could be, and probably 
should be, an elected position.

Moderator: Derrick, what do you say on 
this subject? We’re still talking about 

the Supreme Court.

Derrick: I think the Supreme Court is in a very 
unique position. We don’t elect the Supreme Court 
justices; we elect the president who then nominates 
the Supreme Court justices. This process is 
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by any means. I’m also strongly hoping it doesn’t 
come to that. Ben Carson…I’m not as scared, but 
still I find he spreads hatred, and again, they are 
not good people. Hillary Clinton…I identify as a 
democrat, so obviously, I do like her better. I would, 
obviously, much prefer having her in office, but I 
also think she takes a lot of money from big banks, 
from corporations, and I don’t agree with all of her 

policies. Bernie Sanders, I 
would agree with 

most of 
anyone. 

I think 
he ’s 

brought a fresh take on 
the presidency and the issues we 
need to be tackling. I also think that 
it’s going to be difficult going 
against Hillary. Hillary comes 
from a huge background of 
politics. She has so much 
going for her in that area, 
already, whereas Bernie 
Sanders is great, but he’s from Vermont and no 
one really knew much about him before he joined 
the race. I’m worried that, even though his policies 
seem to make the most sense, especially to me 
as a college student and my age, I’m worried that 
he doesn’t really have what it takes to get to the 
next step to be in office and be the president, if that 
makes sense.

Moderator: Okay. Michael? What is your take?

Michael: I’m glad you brought up that you don’t 
think Bernie Sanders has what it takes to get to the 
next level. I think that I agree with you, but I don’t 

intended for us to have judicial independence where 
you know the Supreme Court is separated and kind 
of isolated from the rest of the government. This is 
really not the case because, as Michael explained, 
if we have a democratic president, we can expect a 
democratic Supreme Court justice or someone who 
aligns with those ideals. If we have a republican 
president, we can expect a Supreme Court justice 
who has conservative ideals. So, I think that the 
way the Supreme Court is chosen could be 
perceived as problematic. As Michael 
stated, maybe the best way to go 
about choosing the Supreme Court 
justice is through direct elections 
and not being appointed by the 
president. The Supreme Court 
is in a very interesting position in 
that it was created for us to have 
judicial independence, but we’ve 
seen that has not been the case. The 
judges are very tied with society and with the 
beliefs they hold in common, and that’s what they’re 
going to uphold in their process. I think we need 
to do a better job and find some way of finding a 
more democratic process for these Supreme Court 
justices.

Moderator: You’ve given your perspectives already 
with respect to Donald Trump, Ben Carson, Bernie 
Sanders, or Hillary Clinton, for that matter. Let me 
just ask you, in a roundabout way, I know that you 
talked about their capabilities as president, at least 
as you perceive them. What do you think about the 
term “Commander in Chief?” What does that mean 
to you? What powers are vested? Let’s go to Kyla.

Kyla: I don’t see any of the candidates right now 
as a perfect candidate. Donald Trump…at first 
I thought he was kind of funny, I thought he was 
entertaining, and now I’m just sort of scared of him. 
He seems to have a very big following for reasons 
that I don’t really understand and that makes me 
sort of sad for some of the people in this country. 
I didn’t realize, I guess, the amount of hatred that 
comes out of people here. Obviously, I do not think 
he has what it takes to be this country’s president, 

“People on the local level really 
don’t see the importance in voting 

for their local officials, like city 
council members and mayors. They 
say the president is the only thing 
that matters. I’ve heard that in my 

own community. ” Parker



think that it is Bernie Sanders’ doing. I have long held 
that Bernie Sanders needs to run as an independent 
and not as a democrat because his whole platform is 
based upon challenging the status quo, challenging 
corporate politics, and how stagnant the system has 
become. In order to do that you have to be outside 
of the two party system. I think the reason he’s 

probably 
n o t 

g o i n g 
to get elected is because the 

democratic party apparatus is trying 
everything they can to stop him 
from winning the nomination, 
whether it be reducing the 
number of debates or putting the 

debates on Fridays and Saturdays when people, 
historically, do not watch debates. That’s also a 
media influence. The media is not talking about 
Bernie Sanders as much as they ought to be and 
they are not portraying him in a positive light. They’re 
always calling him an underdog and somebody who 
is unlikely to win. Meanwhile, he’s drawing crowds 
of tens of thousands of people. I think that is really 
indicative, especially when you consider the fact 
that a lot of major media conglomerates, like Time-
Warner, donate hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
Hillary Clinton. I think you see how the system is 
trying to shut down Bernie Sanders’ campaign and 
prevent him from gaining any traction. I definitely 
think that Bernie Sanders has the right ideas, going 
forward, but he’s facing a lot of obstacles from the 
corporate system of politics in America. In regards to 
the other candidates, I try to ignore Trump because 
I feel that commenting on his hateful rhetoric would 
only serve to give him legitimacy. I feel like, at this 
point in the campaign, it’s too late for that. People 
are taking him seriously, unfortunately. I think it’s 
more important that we speak out against him 
and point out how tangibly violent his policies will 
make America for certain groups of people, much 
in the way a Mexican man was attacked in Boston. 
The people who attacked him said Trump was 
right. I think there will be a rise in Islamophobia 

as Trump’s campaign continues and gets more 
attention. Then Ben Carson…he’s a fool. In blunt 
terms, he’s not very intelligent and I don’t think he 
should be running. He says things that are equally 
incredulously stupid as Trump, but in gentler, 
kinder ways that people don’t quite realize. As for 
Hillary, she would be a better option than Trump 
or Carson, but it’s back to the lesser of two evils. 
She is still a corporate politician. She worked for 
Wal-Mart for a number of years. She’s a centrist, 
at best. She is not nearly progressive enough to 
reflect the desires of the left movement in America 
and, unfortunately, she seems like the most likely 
option for the democratic party and it will reflect 
what the voting base is actually looking for. Young 
people, millennials, are looking for someone like 

Bernie Sanders and that’s very clear when you go 
to any one of his rallies.

Moderator: Derrick, what do you say about this?

Derrick: I think the overlapping thing that we see 
is that pretty much all of these candidates who are 
ranking at the top of the polls, with the exception 
of Hillary Clinton, is America’s desire for an anti-
establishment candidate or someone who goes 
against the status quo, like Bernie Sanders or 
Donald Trump--as ridiculous as his rhetoric may 
be. This, I think shows that Americans are tired of 
these current government officials we have and 
they are really trying to find a different route. It’s 
sad that Donald Trump and Ben Carson are what 
they have to go to, but I think it just shows the 
lack of confidence we have in our current officials 
and how Americans are looking for change in the 
way of politics. Hillary Clinton is a person who 
has taken donations from big companies, and the 
prison industry. One might ask how can she really 
have America’s best interests at heart if she’s 
taking millions of dollars from the prison industry? 
How can she really want to change the prison’s 
industrial complex? All of these fundamental 
questions come up when we think about what type 
of person Hillary is. As Michael said, Hillary may not 
be as progressive as young people need, but then 
I think, overall, Bernie Sanders may be a little too 
progressive for the country as a whole, at this time, 
which is why I think people shy away from a person 
when they hear “socialism.” I think that scares 
some people because they really don’t know what 
that means. That’s another reason why Bernie 
Sanders, ultimately, will not win the presidency. 
It’s predicted, that whoever wins the presidency in 
2016 has to raise upwards of one billion dollars. 
This is another way that money is influencing 
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our politics and I don’t think Bernie Sanders has the 
capabilities to raise that kind of money. In 2012, ninety-
five percent of the candidates who outspent their 
opponents in the House of Representatives, won. This 
is indicative, not only in the House of Representatives, 
but in elections all across this country. The candidate 
with the most money will win. It’s a dangerous slope 
that we’re headed down, and I think that it takes away 
from democracy and the one man/one vote ideal that 
we have. When donors can unilaterally influence 
the outcome of an election, based upon the 
amount of money they donate, I think it’s toxic 
to our democracy.

Moderator: Wow. That’s great. I’ve got two last 
questions. One, I really want us to think about. 
In recent news accounts, it’s been reported that 
Donald Trump wants to bar Muslims from the 
U.S. on a temporary basis. What is your opinion on 
this? Let’s start with Michael.

Michael: Well, I’ve seen these comparisons made, 
and I’m a little hesitant to throw my 100% agreement 
behind them because I think it’s a bold assertion to 
make, but I have seen Trump compared to Hitler in 
terms of his policies against certain groups of people. 
Blaming multiple issues on this one specific group of 
people and wanting to i.d. them and ban them and 
promising to make the nation “great” again. It’s really 
terrifying, to be quite honest. It’s really terrifying that 
something so hateful is rising in this country and 
what scares me more than the fact that Trump is 
saying all these things, on the platform he’s saying 
them on, is that people are listening and people 
are agreeing. I think it’s really exposing a deeper 
level of American thought. One that is really ugly. 
It’s something I didn’t think was part of this country’s 
identity, but apparently it is and that makes me really 
sad. It makes me sad that people are ready to “get 
rid” of the “other” and push away Muslim’s because 
a small, minority, extremist group commits acts of 
terror. It’s really hypocritical to blame all Muslim’s for 
the actions of a small group and it’s also really ignorant 

to take an action, such as rejecting refugees who are 
fleeing the same kind of violence we’re trying to fight 

against. It’s really scary that this is 
happening and I really hope that Trump 
goes away as soon as possible 
because I don’t want to see 
us fall into a pattern of history 
similar to that of the Nazi’s.

Moderator: Kyla, do you 
have anything to share?

Kyla: For the most part, I basically echo all of 
Michael’s sentiments. What was even more scary 
than Trump coming out and saying this—because, 
at this point, it’s almost expected of him to say 
something so ridiculous--was just the amount of 
backing he got from it. I would think that this would 
be the line, if it hasn’t been drawn already, for people 
to finally say, “Okay, this guy’s crazy. We cannot 
have him as president.” It really is shocking, and 
like Michael was saying, it’s revealing this side of 
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the population that I didn’t really 
think still existed. Maybe that’s 
my own naiveté. Honestly, to 
see people’s reaction to this, 
to think that it’s okay to take 

these actions towards a group of people is really sad. 
Obviously, you don’t see people’s blatant reactions 
up close, but even if it’s something as informal as 
social media, like Facebook, and you see comments 
that come up on these videos of Trump and how 
great he is and how he’s going to make this country 
the way it’s supposed to be, it’s literally crazy to me. 
I don’t understand how people can rationalize that in 
their minds. The only thing that gives me some hope 
is that the Secretary of State came out and said 
that this is the thing that should disqualify him from 
the race. That doesn’t mean it is necessarily going 
to happen. Even the other republican candidates 
are saying “No, we do not endorse that. We do not 
believe that.” Hopefully, it gets taken a step further 
and they say, “We will not support Trump as the 
republican candidate,” if it comes to that, but at least 
there is some push-back on this. 

Moderator: Great. We’re getting close to the end of our 
round table, but I have one question that I’d like each 
of you to take a minute or less to answer. Here’s the 
question: If you were king, or queen, for a day, what would 
your political world look like? Let’s start with Derrick.

Derrick: If I were king for a day, my political world 
would be a world in which all men and women 

were truly created equal. It would be a world 
where bigotry didn’t exist and intolerance 
for other ideas and religions didn’t exist. 
It would be one where everyone truly 

had freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression and all those other freedoms 

we hold dear. If I were king, it would be a world 
where hunger didn’t exist, where we took economic 
responsibility seriously to where we knew how to 
balance our budget efficiently, so that we could help 
out those people who are in need so that people 
could go to college would not have to worry about 
paying back loans over their lifetimes. It would be a 
world where people could go out and reach for their 
dreams without having to have their background or 
where they came from be a barrier to their success. 
That’s what my world would look like as a king.

Moderator: That’s great. Kyla?

Kyla: I would say he stole mine [laughs], but, one 
of the biggest things would be equality between 
everyone. We say that it happens, but it doesn’t really. 
I would like for that to be true, to say men and women 
make the same amount, to say anyone of any class 
is treated the exact same way for whatever reason. I 
would say guns would be a huge thing for me. I would 
take gun control very seriously. They would not be 
able to get into the hands of just anybody. I would 
say that one percent of the population should not be 
controlling ninety-nine percent of our money. I would 
say that things should be equal and that there is no 
reason it isn’t. We have the resources so that every 
person in this country, even in the world, can be fed, 
can live in a home, and does not have to be suffering. 
Yet, we don’t make those moves. If I were queen, I 
guess that would be my first step. To bring everybody 
up to a living standard.
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the status quo, challenging corporate 
politics, and how stagnant the system 

has become. ” Vitz-Wong

Moderator: Fantastic. Michael?

Michael: I really like what you said there at the end, 
Kyla, about everybody can be fed, everybody can be 
housed. I believe the basis of all our standards of 
living, and all our inequalities, and our divisions of the 
working class, are all based on economic structures. 
Under capitalism, these economic structures funnel 
money into the top one percent and this lowers the 
standard of living, extends our working hours, 
and discriminates against women, people 
of color, and people of trans communities, 
because it’s profitable. It’s profitable 
to make women pay for tampons. It’s 
profitable to put black people in prisons. 
So, if I were to have control, I would abolish 
capitalism, and I would build a planned economy 
that is democratically controlled by the masses. This 
would look like workers controlling the workspace. 
If workers in the energy industry decided they didn’t 
want to use oil any more, but wanted to use reusable 
energy because the sun is going to be there longer 
than we will, then they will transition to a solar based 
production facility. They will start building solar panels 
because that is a better method for the working class 
to survive. The working class can be working on 
healthcare and rather than decisions being made 
at the top by the rich, decisions made to expand 
their bank accounts, decisions would be made by 
asking how can we help the most people? How can 
we provide the most medicine to the most people? 
It would probably look like a free system. A system 
in which healthcare is free and accessible. A system 
in which empty houses are filled with the people 

without houses. Right now, in America, there are 
more empty houses than there are homeless people, 
which is absolutely absurd. It would be redistributing 
resources in such a manner that the hungry are fed, 
the homeless are housed, and people have access to 
a higher standard of living and also, more importantly, 
have the authority in a democratic economy to make 
decisions and have their voices matter and be able 

to be involved in the planning of what 
we need to produce as a society. Capitalism 
promotes over consumption of goods that we 
really don’t need, quite frequently. If we, instead, 
retooled the economy to focus on the needs of the 
people, and produce what we need instead of what is 
profitable, then I think that would be a perfect utopia.

Moderator: Wow. You all are just fantastic. You 
certainly have added a great deal of insight to this 
roundtable. I just want to say that, whatever, you 
do, please remember to vote and encourage other 
people to vote. You guys have so much going for 
you. You’re wonderful, and thanks again for being a 
part of today’s roundtable.

“I think the overlapping thing that we see 
is that pretty much all of these candidates 

who are ranking at the top of the polls, with 
the exception of Hillary Clinton, is America’s 
desire for an anti-establishment candidate or 
someone who goes against the status quo, 
like Bernie Sanders or Donald Trump--as 

ridiculous as his rhetoric may be.  ” Parker 

“What about the Supreme Court of
 the United States? How does that 
impact younger people voting or 

not voting?” Moderator 


